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The Contribution of English to the School’s Curriculum
At the Caldecott School, we recognise the crucial importance of studying the English language. Improved performance at reading, writing and spoken language will enable our pupils to express their thoughts and ideas more fluently, accurately and, ultimately, to their greater satisfaction. This will also help them to deal more successfully with other curriculum subjects, while enriching their lives beyond school. The teaching and learning of language skills are therefore, given a high priority at Caldecott School 
Our overarching aim for English is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written word, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. We aim for our pupils to: 
 read easily, fluently and with good understanding
 develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 
 acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 
 appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 
 write clearly or word process, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences 
 use discussion to learn; they should be able to elaborate and clearly explain their understanding and ideas 
 are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate.
At the Caldecott School we encourage all pupils to become confident, independent learners. Pupils will be given opportunities to speak in a variety of contexts and learn to listen to and value the views of others.

Statutory Requirements
Statutory requirements for the teaching and learning of English are laid out in the National Curriculum in England: Framework Document (2014).

Curriculum Delivery
Across the school, pupils are taught English in their classes. Through differentiation and the support of teaching assistants (TAs), all pupils receive high-quality teaching and appropriate support to help every pupil reach their full potential. A clear lesson objective and success criteria are a feature of all English lessons. Displays may support learning in the classrooms. All work is marked using the Caldecott Feedback and Marking Policy. Assessment informs planning and reference is made to the National Curriculum in the Medium-Term Plans (MTPs). The use of computing enables pupils to use and apply their developing skills in English in a variety of ways. We encourage pupils to use ICT as a resource for learning, whenever appropriate. We provide a rich and varied experience for pupils to draw on in their writing and reading, across the whole curriculum.
In the Primary school we adopt an exciting, thematic approach to teaching which works on a 4- year rolling programme (See Appendix A for an example) There is evidence that teaching subject knowledge and skills as part of a wider topic-based curriculum allows pupils to make useful links between areas of learning and consolidate skills. Pupils are likely to be more engaged in their learning if it has a context and theme that runs through it. We believe that it is essential that pupils make connections between what they are learning. 
In the Secondary school, in Key Stage 3, a creative curriculum has been written which is based on a theme that covers two terms.  Each class has a medium-term plan designed to meet the individual class goals and English skills are also embedded into all areas of learning. 
In Year 10 and 11 pupils are encouraged to complete either Functional Skills, GCSE or ASDAN qualifications at an appropriate level.  
Approaches to Spoken Language
Speaking, listening and group discussion permeate the whole curriculum.  Six drama workshops are arranged for the Primary school, each year.  Interactive teaching strategies are used to engage all pupils to raise reading and writing standards. Pupils are encouraged to develop effective communication skills in readiness for later life. We aim for pupils to be able to speak clearly, fluently and coherently, to be able to listen attentively with understanding, pleasure and empathy and contribute to group discussions effectively. We achieve this by: 
· giving our pupils confidence in themselves as speakers and listeners by showing them that we value their conversations and opinions
· encouraging a respect for the views of others 
· being aware that as adults, we provide a model of speakers and listeners in our day-to-day interactions with them and with other adults in our school
· helping them to articulate their ideas and provide purposes and audiences for talk within a range of formal and informal situations and in individual, partner, group and class contexts 
· by providing opportunities to perform to familiar and unfamiliar audience, in assemblies, where pupils’ efforts and skills are acknowledged by staff, parents, carers, visitors and peers. 
· by providing a range of experiences where pupils can work collaboratively and participate in opportunities to reflect on talk and exploring real and imagined situations through role play, meetings and discussions 
· by developing the pupil’s ability to listen with attention and understanding in all areas of the curriculum and where necessary, asking and responding to questions appropriately.
Approaches to Phonics
In the Primary school the teaching of phonic skills is embedded within English teaching in each class. Teachers use Read, Write Inc sessions to teach pupils to read accurately and fluently with good comprehension.  Pupils learn to form each letter, spell correctly, and compose their ideas step-by-step. Pupils are also explicitly shown how to apply their developing skills to their writing. In Primary, pupils are taught in ability groups which are regularly assessed and reorganised, as per need. 
In the Secondary school pupils have an opportunity to continue to develop their knowledge of phonetics.  Teachers can use the Talisman Reading scheme which is ideal for older readers who have gaps in their phonic knowledge.   It is aimed at pupils in the 8 to 14 age range who need to learn to read and spell difficult alternative vowel spellings in English and for those who are reluctant readers.
Approaches to Reading
Pupils have opportunities to undertake guided, shared and independent reading throughout the school.  Read, Write, Inc or Guided Reading is timetabled first thing, In Guided Reading sessions, pupils enjoy their teacher reading a shared class novel, text or poem. Teachers model reading strategies and texts are discussed in detail.
Pupils are encouraged to read to their teacher or TA every day as this offers an opportunity to develop their own reading strategies.  Pupils may read from the class novel or a text of their own choice. 
In Secondary and in Hedgehogs class in Primary, pupils have a reading record book. We promote reading at home and pupils take books home, if they choose to. 
Reading age tests are undertaken throughout the year to identify pupils reading age and which pupils require extra support with their reading (see assessment timetable). 
Pupils are provided with opportunities to research and investigate from printed words, moving images and ICT texts
Teachers reinforce the understanding of subject-specific words and terms.  
Key words are pre-taught, as necessary.
Teachers encourage wider reading and independent reading in a variety of forms including newspapers, books and magazines – subscribe to subject specific magazine such as e-magazines to encourage development of subject specific academic voice. 
Teachers show students strategies to help them to: 
· Read with greater understanding, enabling students to infer and deduce meanings and recognise the writer’s intentions
· Skimming and scanning to locate and use information
· Follow a process or argument 
· Give opportunities to practise sifting, selecting information and taking notes from texts. Develop ability to summarise
· Synthesise and adapt what they learn from their reading.
Approaches to Writing
At Caldecott School we aim to develop the pupil’s ability to produce well structured, detailed writing in which the meaning is made clear, and which engages the interest of the reader. Attention is paid throughout the school to the formal structures of English, grammatical detail, punctuation and spelling. 
Caldecott School encourage pupils to:
· Write in a wide variety of forms for different audience e.g. Letter, report, newspaper article, journal etc. and for different purposes for each piece of writing e.g. to interpret, evaluate, explain, analyse and explore.
· Consider all major writing tasks in terms of purpose, audience and form, and teach    the most appropriate skills to meet the requirements of the task.
· Use a modelling process to make explicit to students how to write. 
· Make connections between students’ reading and writing, so that students have clear models for their writing. 
· Set high expectations in terms of presentation using accurate punctuation, correct spelling, Standard English and legible handwriting or word-processed work. 
· Encourage students to develop good drafting skills. 
· Encourage students to revisit their work and edit for improvement. 
· Provide generous opportunities for sustained writing. 
· Ensure that communications around the school and internally are correctly spelt and punctuated. 
· Teaching the relevant ways of paragraphing writing and linking paragraphs, in addition, in order to enhance spelling, each department: 
· Revise key vocabulary.
· Teach agreed learning strategies which will help students to learn subject spelling lists. 
· Test or revise high frequency words regularly. 
· Set personal spelling targets.
Approaches to Handwriting
Handwriting is a skill which, like reading and spelling, affects written communication across the curriculum. We aim to help pupils write with ease, speed and legibly. When pupils join Caldecott School, we assess their handwriting and provide any support required. The occupational therapist can provide guidance for the class teacher, if this is required.  
At Caldecott School some of our pupils use word processing as their normal way of working.
At the Caldecott School our aims in teaching handwriting are that the pupils will whenever possible:
· achieve a neat, legible style with correctly formed letters in accordance with the cursive font, 
· Develop flow and speed but we acknowledge this will only be achieved according to the pupil’s age and ability.
· Eventually produce the letters automatically and in their independent writing.
· ‘Ground, Grass, Sky’ writing paper can be used to assist with the correct formation of letters.

In order to achieve these aims, the following principles are followed: 
· Pupils will be given support in finding a comfortable grip, and or style of pen or grip.
· Pupils may be supplied with a special pen
· Pupils will be encouraged to take pride in the presentation of their work and therefore study handwriting with a sense of enjoyment and achievement. 
· Where a learner is unable to write clearly or for an extended period, they may have a scribe, but evidence of the necessity of a scribe must be produced.
· Be supported in developing correct spelling quickly through a multi-sensory approach to handwriting. 
· Shown how to be able to write quickly to aid expressing themselves creatively and imaginatively across the curriculum and for a range of purposes. 
· Encouraged to use their English skills confidently, in real life situations.
· For those pupils who have difficultly writing, they may learn to type with both hands. This can be achieved using the BBC Dance Mat
· The use of text to speech or speech to text should be available for pupils who require it.
Knowledge, Skills and Understanding 
On entry to Caldecott School, there will be an individual assessment of a pupil’s handwriting and bespoke support provided, if required.
Pupils take part in activities to develop their fine and gross motor-skills and recognition of patterns, for example, to form letters using their index finger in sand or using paint. Pupils should begin to learn how to correctly hold a pencil. Then how to use a pencil and hold it effectively to form recognisable letters most of which are correctly formed. If appropriate, they should be taught how to develop their handwriting, using the pre cursive style.
Pupils will continue to develop fine and gross motor-skills with a range of multi-sensory activities. Handwriting should be discussed within and linked to Read, Write, Inc / Talisman sessions. Teachers and support staff continue to guide pupils on how to write letters correctly, using a comfortable and efficient pencil/pen grip. 
Pupils will be encouraged to write legibly, using upper and lower-case letters appropriately and correct spacing between words using a cursive style, where appropriate. 
Provision for left-handed pupils
All teachers are aware of the specific needs of left-handed pupils and make appropriate provision:
· paper should be positioned to the left for right-handed pupils and to the right for left-handed pupils and slanted to suit the individual in either case; pencils should not be held too close to the point as this can interrupt pupils’ line of vision
· pupils should be positioned so that they can place their paper to their left side
· left-handed pupils should sit to the left of a right-handed child so that they are not competing for space 
· extra practice with left-to-right exercises may well be necessary before pupils write left-to-right automatically
· Teachers know it is very difficult for left-handed pupils to follow handwriting movements when a right-handed teacher models them. Teachers demonstrate to left-handers on an individual or group basis, even if the resulting writing is not neat. 
Capital letters:
Capital letters stand alone and are not joined to the next letter. Pupils must practice starting sentences and writing names using a capital letter and not joining the subsequent letter. This should be modelled by the teacher during Literacy and Phonics sessions. 
The Learning Environment:
In all classes, pencil pots with suitable materials are available for pupils to work at their own tables. Classrooms are equipped with a range of writing implements, line guides, word lists and dictionaries and thesauri. 

Cross-Curricular Links 
Teachers seek to take advantage of opportunities to make cross-curricular links where relevant. They plan for pupils to practise and apply the skills, knowledge and understanding acquired through English lessons to other areas of the curriculum.

Marking and Assessment 
Marking should be in line with the Caldecott School Feedback and Marking Policy.  Individual attainment is recorded on Frog progress charts alongside evidence of progress made. 
EHCP targets
EHCP English targets should be based on each teacher’s knowledge of their pupil in combination with the pupil’s projected progress of the whole school tracking system.  The EHCP ‘expected’ target is to be broken down into termly targets by identifying the learning objectives that the pupil is to complete each term.  
Termly targets are to be identified by the teacher at the beginning of the term and put into each pupil’s book. Should a pupil achieve all of the term’s targets before the end of term, additional ones may be added. 
There is an expectation for all pupils to receive one lesson of communication each day of the week.  
English is a subject that can become the focus in any of the foundation subjects or the vocational lessons.  For example, in geography, you may wish to write a report on pollution or in PSHE you could focus on creating a poster to encourage a healthy life-style. 

Lesson Planning with respect to SEN
Short term planning is completed weekly, listing specific learning objectives that are to be covered in each lesson.  Learning objectives may be specific to each child in the class depending on their skill level or apply to the entire class. Medium Term planning is completed termly and will depend on the theme/topic that is being followed.  Long Term planning is completed, for each pupil through their EHCP targets when teachers decide which learning objectives, they expect each pupil to achieve throughout the year. 
Lessons are differentiated based on each pupil’s strengths, weakness, likes, dislikes and special educational needs.   Lessons may be auditory, visual or kinaesthetic depending on the individual needs of each pupil. Lessons will also take into account the sensory, communication and environmental needs of our pupils with autism. It is not uncommon to find the same skills being delivered in different ways in the classroom at the same time.  If the needs of the pupils are best met following an alternative plan which deviates from the National Curriculum the class teacher will make this decision in consultation with parents/ carers, the English Lead and SLT responsible for Teaching and Learning. 
Links to Other Policies
Marking Policy
Equal Opportunities Policy
Teaching and Learning Policy 
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